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March 30, 2014    Genesis 37:1–11  

  

Jacob lived in the land where his father had stayed, the land of Canaan.   
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This is the account of Jacob.  Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the flocks with his 

brothers, the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives, and he brought their father a bad report 

about them.   
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Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he had been born to him in his old 

age; and he made a richly ornamented robe for him. 
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When his brothers saw that their father loved him more 

than any of them, they hated him and could not speak a kind word to him.   
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Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all the more. 
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He said to 

them, “Listen to this dream I had: 
7 

We were binding sheaves of grain out in the field when suddenly my sheaf 

rose and stood upright, while your sheaves gathered around mine and bowed down to it.”   
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His brothers said to him, “Do you intend to reign over us? Will you actually rule us?” And they hated 

him all the more because of his dream and what he had said.   

 
9 

Then he had another dream, and he told it to his brothers. “Listen,” he said, “I had another dream, 

and this time the sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me.”   
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When he told his father as well as his brothers, his father rebuked him and said, “What is this dream 

you had? Will your mother and I and your brothers actually come and bow down to the ground before you?” 
11 

His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind.   

 

I.  Bitter Clingers  

 

President Obama once made reference to people who had lost their jobs and saw no signs of improvement in 

Pennsylvania and the Middle East.  He said that all they had left to do was to be bitter and cling to their guns and 

religion.  From that point on his opponents pounced on that term; characterizing him as someone who thinks that 

anyone who owns guns or is religious as someone who is bitter and desperate.  That’s simply not true; or it certainly 

shouldn’t be.  Jesus makes us neither bitter nor desperate.  He has come to free us from bitterness with His 

forgiveness.  We have no reason to be desperate about anything when we know we have heaven waiting for us.   

 

Unfortunately, we still have a sinful nature that has been drowned and yet bitterly clings to us.  So bitter clinging is 

something that all of us have to fight against.  Joseph’s brothers were filled with a bitterness towards Joseph in 

today’s Bible story.  They were bitter over the fact that their father obviously treated Joseph with favoritism by giving 

him a special coat; one that may have usually been worn by aristocracy.  (There is some debate over whether it had 

multiple colors or that it reached down to his sleeves.)  Either way it made him stand out; and his brothers couldn’t 

say one kind word to him.  They hated Joseph for it - every minute of every day - and they weren’t afraid to let it 

show.  Just the thought of him probably made their blood boil.  

 

In the Gospel lesson for today the other disciples became jealous of James and John, I guess because they had been 

told that they would be able to drink the cup that Jesus would drink.  We see some similarity in rivalry between these 

spiritual brothers.  They weren’t filled with hatred toward James and John; but there was still a competitive rivalry 

between them no doubt.   

 

Then we think of Jesus.  The Father said of Jesus, “This is my Son, whom I love.”  He was obviously the most gifted 

and blessed of all.  He had the Father’s love because He earned it.  He was able to heal the sick and even raise the 

dead.  Yet His own fellow Jews; the Pharisees and the teachers of the Law absolutely hated him.  They constantly 
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tried to attack him with their questions and words as well; especially because they were afraid of Jesus’ authority; that 

they were losing the power they had.   Here was the One they should have worshiped and admired but they absolutely 

hated Him - because of jealousy.   

 

It is a sad thing to see how this kind of bitter clinging takes root in the heart of the baptized.  Grown adults - 30 years 

removed from a situation; can bitterly remember how mom or dad gave their sibling the preferential treatment.  How 

often does it come to your mind how a certain coach didn’t give you any playing time?  How a teacher gave you a bad 

grade or was mean to you for no seemingly good reason?  Every time you look at a family photo; hear a certain song 

on the radio; or whatever it may be; the angry thoughts come flowing into your brain.  He NEVER should have gotten 

that promotion!  I have NO IDEA why mom and dad always let him do all of that when they never let me do squat! 

 

And what of Joseph?  Jacob favored Joseph simply because he was born to him in old age.  He perhaps had grown 

sentimental to think Joseph might be the last child.  He didn’t have any more chances.  Also, Joseph was the son of 

Rachel; Jacob’s most beloved wife.  The other brothers had no choice in the matter.  They didn’t choose their mother.  

Nor was it really Joseph’s fault that Jacob favored him; but that’s the way it was.   

 

That’s the way life is sometimes.   Sometimes people have their own favorites for reasons that are beyond you. Many 

times it isn’t fair.  Maybe you could have done a better job.  Maybe you were the better player.  Maybe you were 

more responsible and deserved more.  The devil wants you to bitterly cling to that; to live the rest of your life in 

anger; to hate not only those who gave you the short end of the stick; but also those who were shown the favor.   

 

But what good does it do you?  What good did it do to hate Joseph over it?  Selling Joseph into slavery certainly 

didn’t solve their problems or give them the justice they thought.  You can’t control what happened in your life either; 

and you never could; any more than the brothers could control Jacob’s behavior towards his other sons.  That’s what 

one of the major problems we struggle with in this life.  We know what’s right and what’s wrong; but we also want to 

administer the justice for it.  We forget that we live in a world that is under the control of Satan.  We forget that it has 

been marred by sin.  People do show favorites.  We do get the short end of the stick.  When we come to that reality; 

when it hits us in the face; we get angry.  We don’t want to talk forgiveness.  We want to see justice!  We want to be 

God.  When God doesn’t do what we think He should when He should; we get bitterly frustrated.  We too can end up 

as the bitter clingers if we don’t repent.   

 

II.  Well Dressed Dreamers 

 

Think about Joseph - the well dressed dreamer.  Was he to blame for their behavior?  Well, Joseph wore the coat.  He 

didn’t have to wear it.   Perhaps he could have left it at home but for special occasions?  But he wouldn’t have wanted 

to look ungrateful to his father either.  

 

He also told his father about his brothers immoral behavior.  Heaven knows what they were like behind the scenes.  

When you look at some of the things the Bible says they did, they were certainly a rough bunch.  They ended up 

selling their brother into slavery.  But even beyond that, the Bible talks about how Judah and Simeon deceived a 

whole city into getting circumcised, just so they could be incapacitated for a few days and slaughtered as revenge for 

the rape of their sister.  They then stole all of their animals and their wives and children and took them for themselves.  

Reuben - the firstborn - he wasn’t a golden child either.  He slept with his father’s concubine.  These were not well 

behaved young men; and Joseph was stuck with them as his older brothers.  Yet was it right for Joseph to seemingly 

tattle tale on his brothers?  Was he in fact trying to make himself out to be even better in his father’s eyes by bad 
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mouthing the other brothers?   

 

Then Joseph of course had the dreams that his father, mother and brothers would bow down to him.  So he told his 

parents and his brothers about them, and this enraged them even more.  The family seemed to believe that these 

dreams were from God, and it made them even more jealous.  Should Joseph have just shut up about the dreams?  

Wouldn’t it be his duty to spread the word concerning his dreams - even if they made his brothers and even his father 

a bit angry?   

 

Think also of Jesus, who knew the future.  He knew He would die on the cross and rise from the dead.  He knew this 

would upset His disciples; but nonetheless - he still told them the truth.  And when He was pressed by Caiaphas to 

confess whether He was the Christ or not; Jesus again told the truth.  He also warned them that He would come again 

in the clouds as ruler of the heavens and the earth.  Jesus knew this truth would lead to His crucifixion; but He didn’t 

hold back.   

 

We shouldn’t be afraid of the truth; even when it hurts.  In an invisible way we’ve been clothed in the righteousness 

of Christ in our baptism.  We’ve been well dressed by the blood of Christ!  We’ve got the truth of knowing that our 

sins have all been paid for on the cross.  We know the world is under the control of Satan and on the way to hell.  We 

know that the sinful nature is corrupted; even infants are not naturally good.  We know that there is only way to 

salvation, through faith in Christ.   

 

When you have to call out sinners to repentance; well that brings about hatred.  It can bring out misunderstanding; 

people assume that we’re saying we’re better than other people.  When you talk about burning for an eternity in hell; 

people accuse you of close minded bigotry and hatred.  They get mad at Christians for even mentioning the thought of 

hell.  Even when you have to confront other Christians about sin, the first thing some say is, “So you think I’m going 

to hell?”  So should we be quiet?  How else will people see their need for the Savior if they first don’t see their sin.  

How can God fulfill His dream for them if they don’t see their need for it?   

 

The truth is that our salvation has nothing to do with us.  It’s completely outside of us; found in the righteousness of 

Christ.  We’re given it through baptism and through faith.  We don’t need to walk around arrogantly because of our 

Clothing.  We don’t need to flaunt our positions and kings and priests in God’s sight.  But we don’t need to be 

ashamed of it either.  We’ve found a Savior from our sins in Christ.  We know the dream that God has given us; the 

dream that will come true; that all who believe in Christ and are baptized will be saved.  We’re happy with that, and 

we want to share the dream.  We are well dressed dreamers; and there is nothing wrong with that.    

 

III.  Living the Dream 

 

Are you “Living the dream?”  People sometimes say that as a joke.  “How are you doing?”  “I’m living the dream.”  

Imagine Joseph then - living the dream.  He’s going to have his own family bow down to him.  He wanted them to 

know.  The problem was that his brothers didn’t want to be a part of his dream, because it especially involved them 

falling on their faces and showing honor to the younger brother they absolutely hated.  That was the last thing they 

wanted to do.   

 

So when Joseph was sent by Jacob to check up on his brothers, his brothers saw him coming from a distance and said, 

“Here comes that dreamer!” they said to each other. 
20 
“Come now, let’s kill him and throw him into 

one of these cisterns and say that a ferocious animal devoured him. Then we’ll see what comes of his 
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dreams.”   

Did you catch that?  They specifically wanted to squash his dreams by killing him right there and then.  Well, you 

know the rest of the story.  Instead of killing Joseph they threw him in a cistern.  Then, while Reuben was away, they 

went and sold him to some Midianites.  Joseph ended up as a slave.   

 

Imagine asking Joseph on the way to Egypt?  “Hey Joseph, how’s it going.”   “I’m living the dream.”  Only the dream 

wasn’t exactly turning out how he thought it would.  The dream caused him to be hated all the more by his brothers 

and even rebuked by his own father who loved him.   

 

And so it was that Jesus told the chief priests, “I am (the Christ).  And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the 

right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.”   They didn’t care for His version of the 

future - not one bit.  So they condemned Him and put Him to death, thinking that His dream would be put to death as 

well.  Then they would never have to face Jesus again.  Ask Jesus from the cross, “How is it going?”  “I’m living the 

dream.”  It sure didn’t look like it.  Living the dream wasn’t easy for Him.  It cost Him pain and suffering beyond 

imagination.   

 

The disciples of Jesus thought it would be a great and powerful thing to be Jesus’ followers.  James and John wanted 

to sit at the right and left in the kingdom of God.  That was their dream.  Little did they realize what greatness 

involves in the kingdom of God.  It involves suffering and death.  James would be put to death ten years later and 

John would be exiled on the island of Patmos.  Neither was it a bowl of cherries for Joseph to be the one chosen to 

save thousands of people from starvation.  He had to endure years of slavery and imprisonment.   

 

So living the dream - we have to understand - can be a difficult thing - as God’s dream in Christ involves heaven and 

hell.  It calls for repentance and faith.   It wasn’t easy for Joseph to share his dreams with his brothers.  It caused them 

to hate him all the more.   Yet what happened in the end?  The dream came true.  His family bowed down to him.  But 

that wasn’t the most important part of it.  His family was fed.  The promise of the MESSIAH was kept alive through 

Judah’s life.  Another interesting this is to see how his brothers REPENTED of their evil behavior and REJOICED in 

Joseph’s mercy and forgiveness to them.  That was God’s merciful dream for them; that they would receive 

forgiveness.  They did!  

 

Think most importantly of Jesus.  Think of the greatest “dream” of all; a way for the entire world to be declared “not 

guilty.”  God’s dream for the world in Christ was to save the world by cursing His only Son.  In trying to kill the 

dreams of Jesus, His death made God’s dreams for us come true.  In the end Jesus rose from the dead as the victorious 

King.  He will come to judge the living and the dead.  Those who believe and are baptized will be saved.  Those who 

do not believe will be damned.  How terrifying it will be for those who thought they had gotten rid of Jesus and never 

repented.  The dream will come true; whether you believe it or not.  Whether you want to bow to Christ or not, you 

will.  Christ will either be a dream come true or a nightmare come true.   

 

But salvation in Christ IS your dream, isn’t it?  So as you are living the dream, you have to remember and remind 

yourself of how this works.  It isn’t a bowl of cherries in this life.  It never has been.  When it seems that things are 

most out of control; when Joseph is being sold into slavery and Jesus is being put to death; God always has a higher 

goal - a dream - if you will - of salvation; One which will bring forgiveness and life and show mercy to His people.  

So instead of living as a bitter clinger, be a well dressed dreamer and live the dream. Amen.   


